
 

          Kona United Methodist Church Newsletter 
                          Open hearts   Open minds   Open doors 

The People of the United Methodist Church in Kona 
 

Kailua-Kona, Hawaii                              December 2007 

Serving West Hawaii since 1989 

  

 
 

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY 
 
The Miracle of Christmas, by James W. Moore, 
is the book we will use for our 2007 Advent 
Bible Study.  The four lessons are:  The 
Miracle of Good News, The Miracle of 
Hospitality, The Miracle of Giving, and The 
Miracle of Christmas. 
 
This year, two classes will be offered on four 
successive Wednesdays beginning November 
28.  A morning class will be held at the church 
from 10:30 to Noon.  An evening class will be 
held at the home of George and Sue Crisp,  
77-164 Laaloa Ave from 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
 
If you would like to be a part of this class, see 
Diane Ilstrup to purchase the study guide 
($7.00) and to indicate which class session you 
plan to attend. 
 
 

 

ADVENT WREATH 
 

Beginning December 2, an 
Advent Wreath will be used to 
symbolize ŜŀŎƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΩǎ 
distinctive theme.  Rev. Crisp will 

invite church members to participate and the 
congregation will also have a part in the ceremony. 

 

DECORATING PARTY & 
POTLUCK 

Saturday, December 1 
4:00-7:00 p.m. 

 

You might call this event the 
άIŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴǎΣέ ōǳǘ ŎƻƳŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƴ ƻƴ 
Saturday, December 1 as we start decorating our 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀǘ пΥлл ǇΦƳΦ ǿƛǘƘ 
the decorating, and somewhere around 5:30 p.m. 
ǿŜΩƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŀ ǇƻǘƭǳŎƪ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ 
ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ   Lǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōe the same without you, so 
put this on your calendar and plan to be there! 
 

 
 

RUMMAGE SALE 
Saturday, December 8 

7:00 a.m.-Noon 
 

hǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǊǳƳƳŀƎŜ ǎŀƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ άǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǎέ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ 
setting up the night before (watch for more 
details), but the event is scheduled for Saturday, 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ уΦ  ¢ƘŜ άŜŀǊƭȅ ōƛǊŘǎέ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ŀǘ ŘŀǿƴΣ 
so for the best selection get there when we open.  
Listen for additional announcements to be made in 
church. 
 

 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

 
9:00 a.m. to Noon 

Monday ï Thursday 
 

Office phone:  329-5842 
Pastorôs Home:  333-5129 

 
Rev. Crispôs day off is Friday 

 



 

DECEMBER WORSHIP 
 

The Stewardship of Our Presence 
8:30 a.m. ï English Service 

 
 

Sunday, December 2 ï 1st Sunday of Advent 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
Sermon: ñTiming Is Everythingò 
Scripture Reference: 

  Isaiah 2:1-5 and Matthew 24:36-44 
 
 

Sunday, December 9 ï 2nd Sunday of Advent 
Sermon: ñThe Hope Peddlerò 
      Lectionary Scriptures: 
 Isaiah 11:1-10 and Matthew 3:1-12 

 
 

 
Sunday, December 16 ï 3rd Sunday of Advent 
Sermon: ñWhat Do You Want?ò 
Scripture Lessons: 

  Isaiah 35:1-10 and Matthew 11:3-11 
 
 

 
Sunday, December 23 ï 4th Sunday of Advent 
Sermon: ñMeet Joe Carpenterò   
     Scripture Lessons: 
 Isaiah 7:10-16 and Matthew 1:18-25 

 
 

 December 24 ï Christmas Eve ï 7:00 p.m. 
A Service of Lessons and Carols with the  
Tongan and Korean congregations 
Sermon: ñNo Room?ò 
Scripture Lesson: 

  Luke 2:1-20 
 
 

 
December 30 ï 1st Sunday after Christmas 
Sermon: ñWhere Are You Going?ò 
     Scripture Lesson: 
 Matthew 2:13-23 

 
 
 

Note:  Our new Choir rehearses each Sunday after worship during fellowship time. 
We will be preparing an anthem for the Christmas Eve service. 



 

CHURCH CALENDAR UPDATE 
 

December 
1  Church Decorating &Potluck ï 4:00-7:00 p.m. 
2   Administrative Meetings ï 6:00 p.m. 
5  Advent Bible Study ï 10:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
7  Set-up for Rummage Sale ï 5:00-8:00 p.m. 
7  District Clergy Advent Dinner (pastors on Oahu)     
8  Rummage Sale ï 7:00 a.m. to Noon 
12  Advent Bible Study ï 10:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
14-15  Hula Halau (user group) 
16  Christmas Caroling Party (tentative) 
19  Advent Bible Study ï 10:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
24  Christmas Eve Service ï 7:00 p.m. 
27  Bridge Group meets ï 12:30 to 4:00 p.m. 

 
 
FINANCIALLY SPEAKING 
 
Stewardship Campaign ï (Almost) Final Report 

As of November 30, we have estimates of giving for 2008 totaling $68,500.  
We are trying to close a $1,400 gap and make sure our 2008 budget is balanced.  If 
you have not completed an Estimate of Giving Card for 2008, please do so as soon 
as possible.  Your generous support is vital to our financial health. 
 
2008 Budget to be Adopted 

The Administrative Council, at its December 2 meeting, is expected to adopt a budget for 2008 
in the amount of $184,167.  (This may be altered by the Finance Committee prior to presenting it to 
the Administrative Council.)  Including the anticipated pledges noted above, we have income sources 
totaling $182,770.  We need an additional $1,400 in income to have a balanced budget. 
     
Electronic Giving 

The Church is now offering the option of making your pledge through the use of Electronic 
Funds Transfer (EFT).  If you are interested and want more details, please see either Bill Jaeger or 
Nancy Bloomfield any Sunday after worship. 

 
 

 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 
Weôre looking for someone who would be willing to gather and organize a birthday 
and anniversary list for church members.  It would be nice to publish this information 
in future church newsletters.  (The month and day of the birthday is important, the 
year is not.)  If you would like to help, please contact Rev. Crisp at the church office:  
329-5842. 

 

OUR CHURCH VISION 
 

ñWe are an inclusive faith community, which promotes and celebrates diversity, 
life-long learning, and the living of Christôs teachings, which provides us 

strength and compassion to reach out to our world in need.ò 



 

TONGAN CONGREGATION NEWS 
 
 

December 2 ï 3:00 p.m. 
 
The Sacrament of Baptism will be celebrated in the Tongan worship service this   
Sunday.  Rev. George R. Crisp will baptize two children:   Joan Mays Hungalu, 
the daughter of Winnie and Loumaile Hungalu, born October 12, 2007, and 
óUluaki Fanguna He Lotu Fealofani Tatafu, son of Kaufoôou and Rev. Malakai 
Tatafu, born November 14, 2007.  A feast of celebration will be observed after 
the service. 

 
 
December 9 ï 4:00 p.m. 
 

Following the Tongan service on this Sunday, the year-end 
General Meeting of the Tongan congregation will take place.  
During this meeting, the congregation will discuss various 
aspects of this language ministryôs life and adopt an operating 
budget. 

 
 

December 16 ï 4:00 p.m. 
 

The process for nominating leaders of the Tongan  
congregation will take place after the Tongan language  
service this week. 

 
 
December 25 ï 1:00 p.m. 
 

Christmas Day will be joyously observed by the Tongan congregation at 
a worship service starting at 1:00 p.m.  Following the service, a family 
gift exchange will take place around the Christmas tree.  Come and 
celebrate this holy day. 

 
 
 

December 31 ï 10:00 p.m. 
 

A Watch Night service of worship will be held from 10:00 p.m. to midnight  
as the old year passes away and the new year begins.   

 
 
 

 
 

For more information on the activities of the Tongan language congregation, 
please speak with the Rev, Malakai Tatafu ï 329-5842 (church), 

854-1530 (cell), or 329-5303 (home). 
 


