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          Kona United Methodist Church Newsletter 
                     Open hearts.  Open minds.  Open doors. 

 
Kailua-Kona, Hawaii              September-November 2007 

Serving West Hawaii since 1989 

          
  

Our Church Vision  
ñWe are an inclusive faith community, which promotes and celebrates diversity, life-long 

learning, and the living of Christôs teachings, which provides us strength and compassion 

to reach out to our world in need.ò 
 
 

UNITED METHODIST 101 
 
A class for learning more about your church begins this month.  For four 
Sundays, beginning September 16, an ñAll You Wanted to Know About the 
United Methodist Church, But Were Afraid to Askò class, will be held to 
introduce, familiarize, or reacquaint you with the mysterious ways of the 
United Methodists.  You might think of it as ñRemedial Confirmationò for 
adults. 

 
The class subjects will be as follows: 

September 16  Basic Christian Beliefs 
September 23  The History of the United Methodist Church 
September 30  Worship and the Sacraments 

      October 7   United Methodist Polity 
 
If you are interested in this class, please speak with Rev. Crisp or call the church office:  329-5842.   
Depending on the number of people who plan to attend, we may need to secure a location other than 
the church.  Would you be willing to host this series of classes in your home?  Does anyone have 
access to a video projector that could be used for PowerPoint presentations?  Please see Rev. Crisp 
if you can help provide these resources. 
 
 
 

KEIKI SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Beginning Sunday, September 2, our keiki are invited to attend Sunday 
School, following the Keiki Moment in worship.  We use a one-room class 
format and meet in the classroom on the south side of the church building.  
This fall, the children will be learning about some great Old Testament 
characters ï Ruth, Samuel, David and Solomon.  Please invite the children 
you know to check out our Sunday School. 
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Worship this Fall -- September to November 2007 
 

 
 

 

 

 

When we join the United Methodist Church, we make a covenant ñfaithfully to participate in the 

ministries of the church by our prayers, our presence, our gifts and our service.ò  Every time we 

welcome new members into our fellowship, we renew this covenant.  In the English worship service 

this fall we will highlight these promises. 

 
September ï The Stewardship of Our Service 
2 Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Keiki Sunday School Begins 
 Sermon Title: ñForgetting to Rememberò  

Scripture Reference 
     Luke 14:1, 7-14 

 
9 Open House Sunday (Rally Day) 
 Sermon Title: ñChristian Cowpokesò  

Scripture Reference 
     Luke 14:25-33 

 
16 15th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Sermon Title: ñInvited to the Partyò  

Scripture Reference 
     Luke 15:1-10 

 
23 16th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Sermon Title: ñLittle Things Mean  

     a Lotò  
Scripture Reference 
     Luke 16:1-13 

 
30 17th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Sermon Title: ñLong-Term Thinkingò  

Scripture Reference 
     Luke 16:19-31 

 
 
October ï The Stewardship of Our Gifts 
7 World Communion Sunday 

Tri-Lingual Service 
 Sermon Title: ñWhere Is My Bonus?ò  

Scripture Reference 
     Luke 17:5-10 
 
 

14 20th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Sermon Title: ñBy the Way, Thanksò  

Scripture Reference 
     Luke 17:11-19 

 
21 Laity Sunday ï The speaker, sermon title 
 and scripture references are to be  
 determined 
 
28 22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

Sermon Title: ñThe Wrong Way to be Rightò 
Scripture Reference 
     Luke 18:9-14 

 
 
November ï The Stewardship of  
     Our Prayers 
4 All Saintsô Sunday / Holy Communion 
 Sermon Title: ñO Blest Communionò  

Scripture Reference 
     Luke 19:1-10 

 
11 24nd Sunday after Pentecost 
 Rev. Malakai Tatfu, Preacher  

Scripture Reference 
     To be announced 

 
18 Thanksgiving Sunday 
 Sermon Title: ñGratitude Is an Attitudeò  

Scripture Reference 
     Philippians 4:4-9 

 
25 Reign of Christ Sunday 
 Sermon Title: ñTransferred to the Kin-domò  

Scripture Reference 
     Colossians 1:11-20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
8:30 a.m. ï English Worship Service, lead by the Rev. Dr. George R. Crisp 

11:00 a.m. ï Korean Worship Service, lead by the Rev. Dr. Yong-Whan Chon 
3:00 p.m. ï Tongan Worship Service, led by the Rev. Malakai Tatafu 
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From the Pastor . . .  

 
Dear Friends, 

 
What a joy it is to be appointed to the Kona United Methodist Church and to 
receive your warm, welcoming Aloha!  You have been so gracious and kind as we 
have come to live among you.  Sue and I look forward to our partnership in 
ministry with you as we serve the people of our community.   
 

As you have already discovered, I believe our worship is the most vital component to being a community of 
faith.  And I believe the congregation should have a participatory role in worship.  Each week as we worship,  
I pray there will be at least one element of the service ï prayers, music, scripture, preaching, or fellowship ï 
that will help you encounter the holy, the sacred, even the Divine.  For me, personally, I usually find that 
encounter in the sacraments of Holy Communion and Baptism.  I long for the time when the church returns to 
weekly communion, and I am heartened to see that this is one of your goals.   
 
Over the summer, I was able to review our Covenant for Vital Ministry and get a glimpse of your desires to 
grow our church.  I am also impressed with our churchôs vision of an inclusive, diverse church dedicated to 
learning and Christian living with strength and compassion.  In the next few months, as I meet with the church 
leaders in our administrative meetings, I will use those opportunities to share some of my initial impressions 
and ideas for the collective tasks before us. 
 
Let me offer some general information:    

(1) At this time I am planning for the church office to be open Monday-Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to Noon.  That is 
the best time to try and reach me, set appointments, and conduct church business.  For now, Fridays 
will be my day off. 
 

(2) At other mutually convenient times, we can arrange to meet individually for pastoral visits.  I am eager to 
ñtalk storyò with you and listen to your concerns.  I also look forward to some ñget-to-know-youò sessions 
to be scheduled soon. 

 
(3) We are revising the church directory, every week we will be updating the churchôs website, and each 

quarter we will publish a newsletter as we work to improve communications.  This will help us meet 
another of the churchôs stated goals.  I have appreciated Marshall Zaunôs assistance with this process.  
With these changes, that means our Sunday morning announcements ï spoken and written ï become 
more important, even if they are brief.   
 

(4) It helps me serve you better if the things you want me to remember ï like newsletter articles, Sunday 
morning announcements, or phone messages ï are put in writing.  Perhaps thatôs a concession to age! 

 
(5) Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday.  It only takes a few seconds to pick it up and put 

it on.  Sue and I are still learning names and putting names and faces together, so the nametags are 
very helpful. 
 

(6) There are various ways to contact Sue and me.  Our address is:  77-164 Laôaloa Ave., Kailua-Kona, 
96740.  Our phone number is:  (808) 333-5129.  We both have e-mail addresses and can provide them 
to you upon request. 

 
It is delightful to be here to serve as your pastor.  Please do not hesitate to call on me in your time of need. 
 

In Christian love, 
 

George  
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Miscellany 
 
Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 
I have yet to find a birthday and anniversary list in the church office, so Iôm looking for 
someone who would be willing to gather and organize this information for publication in 
future newsletters.  (The day and date are important, the year is not.)  Please contact Rev. 
Crisp at the church office:  329-5842. 

 
 
New Members 
 
The following new member was received into the membership of Kona UMC on August 5, 2007: 

Sue Crisp 
77-164 La Aloa Ave. 
Kailua-Kona, HI  96740 
(808) 333-5129 

 
Sue has been active in the church in various ways, including local, district and conference youth programs.  
Sue is a 1997 graduate of Hawaii Pacific University with a B.A. degree in Human Services, magna cum laude.  
Sue has been active with various organizations offering ministry and caring for persons living with HIV/AIDS.   
Providing welcome and hospitality for our guests is a priority for her, and she has an abiding concern for social 
justice.  Most recently, Sue has been employed as an Executive Secretary, but she has also worked in school 
or church offices.  She is our pastorôs wife and the mother of two sons, Andy and Matt.  Sue enjoys reading, 
keeping in touch with family and friends, gardening, and collecting giraffes.   
 
Are you interested in uniting with the fellowship of Kona UMC?   Do you feel like you 
belong already, but just havenôt taken that formal step?  Please speak with Rev. 
Crisp.  One of the churchôs goals is to develop a new member orientation program 
before the end of the year, and this will affect the schedule of when we receive new 
members.  Watch for additional details on this effort in Sunday worship bulletin.   

 
 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism 
 
In general, the Sacrament of Baptism will be offered once a quarter, and 
counseling with the pastor is required prior to scheduling a date.  Regular church 
participation before seeking baptism is encouraged.  If you desire baptism, please 
speak with Rev. Crisp. 

 
 
 

 
Wanna Have a Choir? 
 
Wouldnôt it be wonderful to have a choir to sing at the English services, at least 
once in a while?  Itôs possible, you know.  With about six to eight interested 
people willing, dedicated and committed to raising their voices in praise, we can 
start a choir to sing for the upcoming holidays.  If you are curious about this idea, 
talk with Rev. Crisp.  (He has some experience as a choir director.) 
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Financial Update 
 
 Through August 20, 2007 Year-to-Date 2007 

Contributions $ 10,088 $ 98,285 

Other Income $  583 $ 6,036 

Total Income $ 10,671 $ 104,321 

Total Expenses $ 13,198 $ 111,241 

Variance ($ 2,527) ($ 6,920) 

 
Please see a member of the Finance Committee ï Bill Jaeger, Nancy Bloomfield, or Tony Aldred ï if you have 
questions regarding the financial operations of the church.  The Finance Committee will meet at the church on 
Thursday, September 20, 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

2007 Aloha Campaign 
 
September is the time for the annual Give Aloha campaign through 
which Foodland / Sack N Save directs its charitable giving to the 
organizations that are important to its customers.  Last year, Kona 
United Methodist Church members and friends donated $5,971.  The 
additional amount we received on top of this from Foodland & Western 
Union was $1,359.05.   Letôs see if we can exceed that amount for 
2007!  Remember, our church code is:  77227. 

The process is as follows: 

 From September 1-30, donations to Give Aloha participating organizations will be accepted at checkout 
at all Foodland and Sack N Save stores statewide. 

 Customers must use their Maikaói Card to make a donation, and can donate up to a cumulative total of 
$249 per person, per organization. Donations exceeding $249 per person, per organization will not be 
matched.  Donations made without a Maikaói Card will not be matched. Individuals must use their own 
Maika`i Card to make a donation. Multiple donations on a Maika`i Card exceeding $249 for the same 
organization will not be matched.  

 Customers who do not have a Maikaói Card may request one at checkout. Only one Maika'i Card will be 
issued per person.  

 Foodland and the Western Union Foundation will match each donation up to a total of $285,000 for all 
organizations combined. If total customer donations exceed $285,000, the matching gift will be divided 
proportionately among all participating organizations.  

 Donations in the form of cash, check or credit card (VISA, MasterCard, American Express, Discover 
and JTB) will be accepted. Donations must be made payable to Foodland or Sack N Save.  

 The donation amount and name of the organization will appear on the customerôs receipt.  

 Donor names will not be released to organizations ï If you wish to receive credit against your annual 
pledge, please be sure to turn in a copy of your receipt to either Nancy Bloomfield or Bill Jaeger. 

 
 

Church Memories 
 
Judging from the number of photos that were submitted to the office, there are a lot of memories church 
members have of our formative years.  Therein lays a challenge ï to organize and label our photographs and 
give some order to the story of our churchôs history.  We are approaching our 20th anniversary and need to 
begin to consider ways to celebrate our church.  Our celebration(s) should reflect our pride but also be 
welcoming to newcomers, helping others to see how special we are.  Would you be willing to work on this 
project?  Please speak with Rev. Crisp or Diane Ilstrup. 
 


