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EASTER MAHALOS 
 

During Lent, many people contributed 
their time and talent as we prepared 
for Easter.  Our sincere thanks to the 
following helpful individuals . . .  

 
 . . . to all who contributted to the group readings of 
Scripture during Lent Jim Skibby, Sue Crisp, June 
Hodgkiss;  Jim Monk, Jane Thomson, Andy 
Archibald, ±ŀƪŜ ¢ŀǇŀΩŀǘƻǳǘŀƛ, and Gloria Juan-
¢ŀǇŀΩŀǘƻǳǘŀƛ; Bill Jaeger, Cris Scoufos, Darrell 
Deaton; and to John Heath who served as narrator 
for all three of the readings όŀǇƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ƛŦ LΩǾŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ 
someone); 
. . . to Marshall and Connie Zaun for providing the 
palm fronds for waving on Palm Sunday, and to the 
Tongan congregation for providing the palm 
decorations; addition thanks to Connie and 
Marshall Zaun for help setting up the altar on 
Maundy Thursday, and to Mary Barrett for provide 
this communion elements; 
 . . . to Jim Skibby for the new shelves in the supply 
closet, the new hymnal rack, and for preparing the 
cross for the Cross of Flowers; 
. . . to Sue Pyun for help setting up the altar for the 
Good Friday service, to ±ŀƪŜ ¢ŀǇŀΩŀǘƻǳǘŀƛ for his 
help in setting up for the Easter Sunrise service, and 
to Hai-Ping Heath and Eileen Koyanagi for 
overseeing the refreshments after both Easter 
services; 
. . . to Cris Scoufos and Brenda Overcast for their 
ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ 9ƎƎ Iǳƴǘ; 
. . . to Lisa Uemura for serving as our guest pianist 
on Palm Sunday (March 16); 
. . . to Brenda Overcast for her Easter Sunday solo, 
and to Gloria Juan-¢ŀǇŀΩŀǘƻǳǘŀƛ for her musical 
gifts throughout the season; 

. . . and to everyone who brought cut flowers for 
the Cross of Flowers, Easter lilies, or refreshments 
on Easter Sunday. 
 

 
TOWN HALL MEETING 

AND POTLUCK 
April 19 ς 3:00 p.m. 

 
 
     As a follow-up to our January All-Church Town 
Hall meeting, we will gather again Saturday, April 19 
to continue our conversations about the future of 
the Kona United Methodist Church. 
     Beginning at 3:00 p.m., Diane Ilstrup, 
Administrative Council Chairperson, will present the 
input she has collected, and weΩƭƭ άǘŀƭƪ ǎǘƻǊȅέ ŀōƻǳǘ 
our visions for the church.   
     When the time is right, somewhere around 5:00 
p.m., we will shift gears and share a potluck dinner, 
concluding around 6:30 p.m. 
     This event is not just for the leadership of the 
church; everyone is welcome and encouraged to 
participate.  Your contributions are important in this 
process, and we want to hear your voice.  Save the 
date and join the process of imagining our future! 
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 26 
 
Our spring Rummage Sale is set for 7:00 a.m., 
Saturday, April 26.  Since storage space is limited, 
you can bring your contributions to the church 
during the week after April 15.  Helpers will be 
needed to set up the sale on Friday (starting at 1:00 
p.m.), and workers are needed 
during the Saturday sale.  See Diane 
Ilstrup for more information or to 
volunteer. 
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APRIL WORSHIP 
The Great Fifty Days of Easter 

8:30 a.m. ï English Language Service 
 

 
Sunday, April 6 ï 3rd Sunday of Easter 
Sacrament of Holy Communion 
Special offering for First Tongan UMC Youth Choir 
Sermon:          ñOne Sunday Eveningò 
Scripture Reference:  
              Luke 24:13-35 

     
 
 

Sunday, April 13 ï 4th Sunday of Easter 
Native American Ministries Sunday special offering 
Sermon:          ñWe Shall Not Wantò 
Scripture Reference:  

   John 10:1-10 
 
 
 

Sunday, April 20 ï 5th Sunday of Easter 
Sermon:          ñA Chosen Raceò 
Scripture Reference:  
             1 Peter 2:2-10 

 

 
 
 

Sunday, April 27 ï 6th Sunday of Easter 
Sermon:          ñTake My Handò 
Scripture Reference: 

    John 14:15-21 
 
 
 
 

SERVANT LEADERS FOR CHRIST IN APRIL 
(Subject to change; check bulletin board) 

 

 ALTAR SET-UP LITURGIST AM MANAGEMENT REFRESHMENTS FLOWERS 

April 6 Kathleen Jaeger Tony Aldred Deaton, McHugh Open Open 

April 13 Connie Zaun June Hodgkiss Chung, Monk Open Open 

April 20 Pat Aldred Sue Pyun Aldred, Triplett Open Open 

April 27 Sue Pyun Kevin McHugh Archibald/Johanson, 
Julia 

Open Open 
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2007 Apportionment ς If you were at the Easter Service, you saw Rev. George Crisp present a 
Certificate for the Church giving 100% of its Apportionment for 2007.  Thank you for all your 
donations in 2007 to make this happen.  (More on apportionments to be reported next month.) 
 
Electronic Giving - As you may know, the Church is now offering the option of making your pledge 

through the use of Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT).  We currently have 12 families taking advantage of the EFT 
service which accounts for about 53% of our total pledge dollars for 2008.  What a great way to make sure the 
church is still getting your pledge on a regular basis when you are out traveling the world on vacation or 
business.  If you are interested and want more details, please see either Bill Jaeger or Nancy Bloomfield. 
 
Easter Offering ς Congregational giving to our special envelope Easter offering totaled $1,230.   
 

March 2008* Current Month Year ïTo-Date 

     Contributions 17,079 41,181 

     Other Income 1,715 5,120 

     Total Income 18,794 46,301 

     Total Expenses 15,151 44,308 

     Variance 3,643 1,993 
*Estimated income and expenditures as of 3-30-08 

 

APRIL CALENDAR 
 
9 This Holy Mystery Study, 10:30 a.m.* 
11 Ukulele Kanikapila, 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
13 Administrative Meetings, 6:00 p.m. 
16 This Holy Mystery Study, 10:30 a.m.* 
19 Advocats, 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
19 Town Meeting & Potluck, 3:00 p.m. 

23 This Holy Mystery Study, 10:30 a.m.* 
25 Rummage Sale set-up, 1:00 p.m. 
26 Rummage Sale, 7:00 a.m.τ1:00 p.m. 
30 This Holy Mystery Study, 10:30 a.m.* 

*Meeting at the church 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Scheduled Tongan Congregation Activities 
Tongan Choir      Tuesdays & Saturdays, 7:00 p.m. 
Tongan Service    Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Regularly Scheduled, Non-Church Events 
Art Class      Mondays, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
Hula Halau      Mondays, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
Bridge Club      Tuesdays, 12:30-4:00 p.m. 
Art Class      Thursdays, 10:00 a.m.-Noon 
Line Dancing      Thursdays, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 
 

Our sympathy is extended to Jane Thomson and 
Jeff Nannestad on the death of WŀƴŜΩǎ brother, Earl, 
on March 12.   Earl has been in our prayers for a 
number of months.  Please continue to pray for his 
ŀƴŘ WŀƴŜΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ 
 
Our sympathy is also extended to Mildred (Millie) 
Ham on the March 20 death of her husband, John. 
These snowbirds from Clarkston, Michigan were 
with us in February, and John was diagnosed with 
an aggressive brain disease shortly after their 
return home.  Please keep the family in your 
prayers. 
 

UKULELE KANIKAPILA 
 

The next gathering of our ukulele/ string 
band group is Friday, April 11.  We start at 
7:00 p.m. and conclude around 8:30 p.m.  
Bring your ukulele, guitar, mandolin, flute, 
bass, etc. and join this casual, fun new 
group.  If you have a song you want to play, 
bring along several copies.   
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REMINDER ï Our Administrative Meetings 

are now held on the second Sunday of each 

month, beginning at 6:00 p.m. 

http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/ http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=ukulele&fr=yfp-t-501&toggle=1&cop=mss&ei=UTF-8&w=268&h=584&imgurl=www.arikah.net/commons/en/4/4d/Ukulele4.jpg&rurl=http://it.answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20070413145333AAKhj2l&size=17.7kB&name=Ukulele4.jpg&p=ukulele&type=jpeg&no=1&tt=138,791&oid=3a137fff95a12948&ei=UTF-8


 

TONGAN CONGREGATION NEWS 
 

Rev. Malakai Tatafu will be one of six Tongans representing the Hawaii 
District at this yearôs General Conference.  Chosen by the Tongan ministry 
of our district, Malakai will attend this quadrennial gathering in Fort Worth, 
Texas, April 23-May 2. 
 
Our Annual Conference, and the Hawaii District, will also be represented 

by the Youth Choir from First Tongan UMC of Waimanalo.  A one-time special offering will be 
received on Sunday, April 6 to help with their travel costs. 
 
The General Conference is the only body of the United Methodist Church that has full legislative 
power over all things in our denomination.  The delegates to General Conference come from all of the 
Annual Conferences, with an equal number of clergy and laity elected from each Conference.  (Our 
elections were held at the 2007 Annual Conference in Redlands.) 
 
Regular Tongan congregation activities this month: 
 3:00 p.m. Worship each Sunday 
 7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal, Tuesdays  
 7:00 p.m. Prayer Service, Wednesdays 
 7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal, Saturdays  
 
Also on the Tongan congregationôs calendar for April . . .  
      April 6 , 8:30 a.m.  Combined worship with the English congregation 
 April 11, 8:00 p.m.  Tongan congregationôs monthly fund raising 
 April 12, 9:00 a.m.  Yard cleaning at the church 
 
 

NEW SIX-WEEK STUDY ï THIS HOLY MYSTERY 
 

A new six-week class on This Holy Mystery: A United Methodist Understanding of Holy Communion 
will begin April 9, and meet each Wednesday morning, 10:30 a.m. to Noon, until May 14.  The study, 
which is our denominationôs first official, comprehensive statement on the practice and theology of the 
Lordôs Supper, was written by Gayle Carlton Felton and published in 2005. 
 
The sessions will cover the following topics: 
 

April 9   Hungering for the Mystery 
April 16  Exploring the Mystery 
April 23  Encountering Christ as the Table 
April 30  Worshiping in Community 
May 7   Serving at the Table / Setting the Table 
May 14  Extending the Table 
 

 A sign-up sheet was passed around in church so we could order the right number of study books, but 
we bought a couple extra for those who decide at the last minute to join the class.   The Sacrament of 
Holy Communion is one of the most precious gifts of the church.  Come and share your memories of 
special times at the Table. 
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Dear Friends, 
 
When you hear the name ñKona United Methodist Churchò what is the first thing you 
think of?   What two or three adjectives best describe our church today?  How are we 
different from every other church in the area?   These are just a few of the questions 
we need to answer collectively in order to develop a comprehensive vision for our 
churchôs future.  We can move from Sunday to Sunday, season to season, and offer 

occasional events that are meaningful to some people, but without a focused direction our church will 
not thrive and grow. 
 
This month, you have a golden opportunity to give your input on the overarching topic of the churchôs 
future.  We will have the second of our All-Church Town Hall Meetings on Saturday, April 19, starting 
at 3:00 p.m.  In January, our first Town Hall gathering lifted up a number of issues that need our 
attention, and Diane Ilstrup has been collecting additional information from church members since 
that time.  The results of that first meeting will be shared at this monthôs ñTown Meeting,ò and we will 
continue the process of seeing a vision for the Kona UMC.  And, as a bonus, weôll share a potluck 
dinner as suppertime approaches.  Your contributions are important in this process, and we want to 
hear your voice.   
 
You may be interested in some definitions that are used in this endeavor: 

1. What is our mission?  Our mission is our reason for existence; it is what we have the capacity 
and commitment to do.  Simply parroting the denominationôs mission statement (to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ) is not, I believe, specific enough for a local church, especially a 
church in the context of Hawaii.  What do you think our churchôs mission is? 

2. What is our vision?  A vision is our desired future state, a view of what does not yet exist.  A 
broadly agreed upon vision seems to be a missing element at Kona UMC.  I am convinced that 
if we want the church to be here ten years from now, we need to develop a shared vision.  
What is your vision for the church? 

3. What are our core values?  Core values are those enduring principles that guide our daily 
actions.  Some core values easily come to mind, for example:  Christian doctrines in the United 
Methodist tradition, facilities that serve our purposes, and meaningful worship.  What other 
core values should guide our visioning process? 

4. What are our goals and objectives?  Our goals would be those things that we are willing to 
work for and see accomplished in the next three to five years.  It is important to note that goals 
are not simply a ñthings to doò list.  It is easy to lack commitment to such a list.  When we have 
a set of goals we embrace collectively, every group in the church does their part to fulfill those 
goals.  What goals would you commit to accomplishing? 

5. What are our strategies?  When goals are set, the strategies we adopt become the ñroad map,ò 
the tactical plan of action we will follow to implement those objectives in fulfillment of our 
vision.  Strategies are the ñwho does what whenò factor.  What gifts would you offer to a plan of 
action for our church? 

 
I invite your prayers and your participation in this process of defining our mission, our vision, our core 
values, our goals, and our strategies.  We need a focused vision, a shared direction, to set us on a 
course for the glorious future that God has in store for us.   
 
In Christian Love, 
 

George  
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THE BIBLE IN 50 WORDS     ITôS UP TO YOU 

 
God made,       One song can spark a moment, 
Adam bit,       One flower can wake the dream. 
Noah arked,       One tree can start a forest, 
Abraham split,       One bird can herald spring. 
Joseph ruled,       One smile begins a friendship, 
Jacob fooled,       One handclasp lifts the soul. 
Bush talked,       One star can guide a ship at sea, 
Moses balked,       One work can frame the goal. 
Pharaoh plagued,      One vote can change a nation, 
People walked,      One sunbeam lights a room. 
Sea divided,       One candle wipes out darkness, 
Tablets guided,      One laugh will conquer gloom. 
Promised landed,      One step must start each journey, 
Saul freaked,       One word must start each prayer. 
David peeked,       One hope will raise our spirits, 
Prophets warned,      One touch can show you care. 
Jesus born,       One laugh will conquer gloom. 
God walked,       One voice can speak the wisdom, 
Love talked,       One heart can know whatôs true. 
Anger crucified,      One life can make the difference, 
Hope died,       That difference is up to you. 
Love rose, 
Spirit flamed,          ï Author unknown 
Word spread. 
God remained. 
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ñ[The Lord} will come to us  
like the showers, like the spring  
rains that water the earth.ò 

  ï Hosea  6:3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


