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Open hearts Open minds Open doors
The Peagple of the United Methodlist Church in Kona
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Serving West Hawai® since 1989
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Lenten Bible Study

; e PALM/ PASSION SUNDAY Wednesdays, March 5 and £27:00 p.m.
H f&_ | March 16 Meetsat the home of @orge & Sue Crisp,
Cralinmst. Worship will begin on the lower 77-164 Laaloa Aveusing the study guide

parking lot andve willd LJ- NJ R&drch A y § 2 g - SIKd2 lf R GKSEE¢[ IBNG (X ByDDR
(weather permitting). eter Iredale

Potluck and Program
o Saturday, March & 4:30 to 7:00 p.m.
MAUNDY THURSDAY ;4 Great fellowship as we share a potluck meal

ph Lo fof 265R 08 GKS LINEINIY &
This service will feature the |, =~=—~——
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Sacrament of Holy enten Prayer Calenda

Qmmu 2y'2 NBYSYOSNRY3I WS raying oPeaéL SHTE-‘II’J%H& the special

with his disciples. Lenten Prayer Calendar, as Lent draws to a close
and we approach Easter.

GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP
March 21¢ 7:00 p.m.

Inthis serviceg S At Gdlf ¢
Stations of the Cross as we reflect on the Passion
of Jesus. On Easter Sunday, the Cross Ghrist can be
transformed into a beautiful expression of our
Easter joy. Everyone is invited to bring to church

EASTER SERVICES\RCH 23 home-grown flowers from yougardenor freshcut
6:30 AM. ¢ InformalEaster Sunrise Service flowers from your favorite market.
Lower Parking Lag Dress for the weather

+ GROSS GR.OWERS

Bring your flowers and come early to worship and
8:30 a.m¢ Easter Worship help NBFUS I a/ NBaa 2% Ct2
In the church placing your flowers on the cross will be available.



MARCH WORSHIP
8:30 a.m. T English Service

W, SundayMarch 2¢ 4 Sunday of Lent Sacrament of Holy Communion
N\ One Great Hour of Sharing special offering
— Semon: G, SAGSNRIe YR ¢2RI &¢
G(ID{IE?‘ET Scripture Reference
HOUR OF John 9:141
SHARING

SundayMarch 9¢ 5" Sunday of Lent

Sermon: GCNRBY |y 'R Ay GKS

Scripture Reference i
John 11:145 mubied B n God,

befieve also ||1-\.I
7 SundayMarch 16¢ Palm/ Passion Sunday
j Worship legins on the lower parking lot
Ny 2 Sermon: a2 K2 L& ¢KAAaKE
/j Scripture Reference

Matthew 21:311

HOLY WEEK SERVICESe frontpage

They saw that

SundayMarch 23¢ Easter Bring fresh cut flowers for the Tree Cros :gﬁeﬂdﬂaﬂ:;;'“

6:30 a.mg Easter Sunrise Service (Lowearking lot)
Sermos: G ¢KS / NRaaz UK&30BM) IS U
4/ 2YS | @BOamySé
Scripture Referencéboth services)
Matthew 28:110

SundayMarch 30¢ 2" Sunday of Easter
Sermon: aL /lyQd4G {SS 2KIFG L .StAS@S¢
Scripture Rference

John 20:1%8B1
SERVANT LEADERS EGRIST IMARCH
(Subject to chargy check bulletin boajd
ALTAR SHIP LITURGIST AM MANAGEMENT REFRESHMENT! FLOWERS
Mar. 2 Sue jun +1 1S ¢F L Uemura, Walton Open Open
Mar. 9 Kathleen Jaeger Cris Scofos Moore, Pyun Open Open
Mar. 16 Connie Zaun Bill Jaeger |l 2R3I1TAa4a> ¢ Open Open
Mar. 23 Pat Aldred Colleen McHugh Skibby, Zaun Open Open
Mar. 30 Sue Pyun Andy Archibald Bloomfield, Open Open
Nannestad/Thomson
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FINﬁTCE
REPORT
January 2008 Current Month Year 1 To-Date
Contributions 8,947 8,947
Other Income 1,782 1,782
Total Income 10,729 10,729
Total Expenses 14,523 14,523
Variance (3,794) (3,794)
February 2008
Contributions 15,155 24,102
Other Income 1,628 3,410
Total Income 16,783 27,512
Total Expenses 14,554 29,007
Variance 2,229 (1,565)

A _4 FINANCIAL UPDATE
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In spite of some challenges, we ended the fourth quarter of 2007 with financial strength.
For the year, we received $176,025 and during the year we spent $176,674, a variance
of $649. The chart below gives you our financial report for the first two months of 2008:

MARCH
CALENDAR

Feral Cat Clinic9:00 a.m:5:00 p.m.
Lenten Bible Study, 7:@830 pm.*
Fellowship Potluck, 4:30:00 p.m.
Administrative Meetings, 6:00 p.m.
Lenten Bible Study, 7:@830 pm.*
Ukulele Kanikapila, 7:68:30 p.m.
Advocats, 11:00 a.r1:00p.m.

Maundy Thursday Worship, 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday Worship, 7:00 p.m.

Easter Services (see p. 2)
*Meetingdi (4 KS

ADMINISTRATIVE MEETINGS

Beginning in March, our Administrative
Meetings will be held on the second
Sunday of each month. Various
committee meetings are held at 6:00 p.m.
and the Church Council meeting at
approximately 7:00 p.m. If you have
been elected to one
committees, please note this change on
your calendar and plan to attend.

Regulaly ScheduledNon-ChurchEvents

Art Class Mondays, 9:00 a.raNoon
Hula Halau ~ Mondays, 6:007:30 p.m.
Bridge Club  Tuesdays, 12:38:00 p.m.
Art Class Thursdays, 10:00 a.ANoon
Line Dancing Thursdays, 6:08:00p.m.

ScheduledronganCongregationActivities
Tongan Choir Tuesdays & Saturdays, 7:00 p.m.
Tongan Service Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m.

/ NMRULBIAE KANIKAPILA i

The next gathering of our
ukulele/string band group is Friday,
March 14. We start at 7:00 p.m.
and conclude by 8:30 p.m. Bring
your ukulele, guitar, mandolin, flute,
bass, etc. and join this casual, fun
new group. If you have a song you want to
play, bring along several copies.
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TONGAN CONGREGATION
HOLY WEEK MEETINGS

Palm Sunday, March 16 7 3:00 p.m.
The youth of the congregation will speak on various Holy Week Scriptures.

Monday, March 171 7:00 p.m.
Sail osi Nusi pepads Cl ass Meet iusing thd tonyafl the wgmamwhp ) v
anointed Jesusdl)feet (John 12:1

Tuesday, March 181 7:00 p.m.
Semi si Talasingab6s Cl ass Meet iusimg th¢ ftonyaol the Greekewhp ) W
wanted to see Jesus (John 12:20-36).

Wednesday, March 1971 7:00 p.m.
Malakai Tat af uds Cl ass Meeti ng ( s msangthe sty of dgsys fomstelling hisl e a
betrayal (John 13:21-32).

Maundy Thursday, Thursday, March 201 7:00 p.m.
The Tongan congregation will participate in the Maundy Thursday service observing the Sacrament of
the Lorddés Supper with the English congregation.

Good Friday, March 217 11:00 a.m.
Semisi Talasinga wil/ |l ead the Tongan congregat:.
(Note: the English congregation will have a Good Friday service at 7:00 p.m.)

DISTRICT SUMMER CAMPS ANNOUNCED

July 7-13 Kipahulu Service Camp (work camp in Haleakala National Park)
Young Adults, Adults T $250 (airfare from Honolulu to Maui and food)
Dean: Rev. Richard Matsushita i Total of 8 campers

July 28-Aug 1 Haleakala Backpacking Camp 1 High School Young Adults, Adults
$250 (airfare from Honolulu to Maui and food)
Dean: Rev. Richard Matsushita i Total of 10 campers

Aug 14-17 Kalaupapa Hawaiiana Camp 7 High School Young Adults, Adults
$250 (airfare from Honolulu to Molokai and food)
Dean: Rev. Alan Mark i Total of 12 campers

Sept 10-14 Kahodol awe Ha wa Highé&chaol Youngvdults, Adults
$250 (airfare from Honolulu to Maui and food)
Dean: Rev. Richard Matsushita i Total of 12 campers

Oct. 6-10 Strength for the Journey Campi Camp Mokul edéi a ( Oahu)
An ecumenical spiritual retreat for people living with HIV/AIDS
Dean: Rev. Charlene Zuill i $175, scholarships are available

Information about these camps, and others being planned (below), is available in the church office.
Kokee (Kauai) Youth Camp with Rev. James Brooking
Junior High Camp with Rev. Sam Domingo
Youth Camp, with Rev. Flora Obayashi Wayman
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Dear Friends,

It was a privilege to attend the 29™ Annual Britt Lectures in Honolulu over
Presidentds Birthday weekend. The A
from Duke Divinity School and the author of the acclaimed commentary of <
1 Corinthians for the Interpretation series, provided a great deal of food
for thought.

At the closing workshop, Dr. Hays gave us an overview of The Scripture Project T the work of
theologians, New Testament scholars, Old Testament scholars and pastors addressing the question,

fHow do we approach the reading of scripture?6 He gave us a handout, from the book The Art of
Reading Scriptureand | 6d | iakrefsamnmargdiaihe ANine Theses on t
Scri p t tfound i the book:

1. Scripture truthfully tells the story of Godo:
God is the primary agent in the biblical narrative.

2. Scripture is rightly wunderstood in |light of
narrative. While the Bible contains many tensions, digressions and subplots, the biblical texts
cohere because the one God acts in them and speaks through them.

3. Faithful interpretation of Scripture requires an engagement with the entire narrative. The New
Testament cannot be rightly understood apart from the Old, nor can the OIld be rightly
understood apart from the New.

4. Texts of Scripture do not have a single meaning limited to the intent of the original author (but]
has multiple complex senses given by God, the author of the whole drama.

5. The four canonical Gospels narrate the truth about Jesus. The canonical narratives are
normative for the churchés proclamation and p

6. Faithful interpretation of Scripture invites and presupposes participation in the community
brought i nto being by T @e chdrsh. Theodgh Squifturevtree chaurcht i o |
receives the good news of the inbreaking kingdom of God and, in turn, proclaims the message
of reconciliation.

7. The saints of the church provide guidance in how to interpret and perform Scripture . . .
generations of Christians have received this book as a gift from God and sought to order their
lives according to the witness of Scripture.

8. Christians need to read the Bible in dialogue with diverse others outside the church. This
includes critics who charge us with ideological captivity rather than fidelity to God.

9. We live int ensi on bet ween t he Afal readybo and t he
consequently, Scripture calls the church to ongoing discernment, to continually fresh rereading

A

of the text in |ight of the Holy Spirités ong

| find these ideast o be apparent, but at the same time <ch
Bible with this kind of scrutiny. Think about how you approach reading the Scriptures. Do you
ponder the stories, or quickly look up a reference to prove a point? IsyourBib|l e fAr eadi ngo
what you hear in worship, or do you set aside time to study the Word? Have you included both Old

and New Testament texts in your reading, or is the Book getting dusty on your shelf?

| invite you to think about these things as we approach the holiest day of the Christian year i Easter.
In Christian Love,

George
i 5



THOUGHTS FOR LENT

The path to Easter is pebbled
with ominous names like
Pontius Pilate, Barabbas,

Judas.

The dark-stoned path
is laden with palm leaves,
a donkey, a lopped-off ear,
thirty pieces of silver,
and sleepy disciples
in the Garden of Gethsemane.

The inlaid mosaic tiles
of the path to Easter
are intricately fitted together
with even you and me
a part of the design
in the blood-soaked path
which leads to the tomb
and beyond.

Marcia Schwartz
Alive Now (March/April 1987)

74-4960 Palani Road
Kailua-Kona, HI 96740-9652

Address Correction Requested

i He i s ;Mmoohe has keeene

raised, as he said. Come, see the

pl ace where he
i Matthew 28:6
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