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TOWN HALL MEETING REPORT 
 

     Our second Town Meeting was a continuation of 
our conversations about the future of the Kona 
United Methodist Church.  Specifically, we address-
ed the need for the church to be clear about its 
mission, vision, and values as we look toward our 
future. 
 
     A representative sampling of our church met and 
reviewed the results of our first Town Meeting in 
January.   At that time, the key issues, or needs of 
the church, raised were: 

1. Need to develop our mission and vision 
2. Need to reach out to families with children 
3. Greater unity among our three diverse 

congregations. 
4. Better financial stability; balanced budget 
5. Develop various kinds of small groups 

 
     Building on that work, the group at the 
April Town Meeting developed the follow-
ing: 
 
     New Mission Statement (our purpose) 
          The mission of the Kona UMC is to be  
     a strong United Methodist presence in Kona. 
 
     New Vision Statement (our desired future state) 
          Growing disciples through worship, outreach,  
     and living the gospel.  
 
     New Values Statement (our enduring principles) 
          Christ-centered faith 
          Sincere acceptance 
          Caring fellowship 
          Inclusiveness 
          Life-long spiritual growth & learning 
          Multiple generations 

     What are the next steps?  First, we invite your  
response to these new statements.  Are they clear?  
Would you affirm them?  Do they reflect your hopes 
for our future?  Please put your comments in 
writing and mail or e-mail (see address above) your 
thoughts to the church office by May 10. 
 
     Second, a small group of volunteers will begin to 
develop our goals and objectives for 2008 (and 
beyond).  These goals will be the things we wish to 
achieve and are willing to work for in the next one 
to three years.  In addition to identifying goals, this 
small group will develop strategies for 
implementation ς a plan of action (who does what, 
when) in order to reach our goals.  These volunteers 
are:  June Hodgkiss, Doug Scoufos, Diane Ilstrup, Jim 
Monk, John Heath, Hai-Ping Heath, and Rev. Crisp. 
 
     Third, these statements will be brought before 
the Adminstrative Council for their review and 

affirmation.  (The next meeting is Sunday, 
May 11, 7:00 p.m.)   For our mision, vision 
and values to be meaningful, they need the 
broad support of the church and its leaders. 
 
     One additional word, so far this process 

has been the work of the English congregation.  
Conversations with the Tongan congregation will 
also be initiated so that there is clarity and 
understanding in both portions of our church. 
 
     We ask you to pray for our church and to be-
come participants in this process.  Your involvement 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ 
growth.  Also, please remember that these are the 
statements we are working with for now.  In a year 
or two, we may develop a different mission and 
have a new vision for our church.   Imagining the 
future is an ongoing process. 

mailto:konaumc@hawaii.rr.com


 

MAY WORSHIP 
Pentecost and Beyond 

8:30 a.m. ï English Language Service 
 

 
Sunday, May 4 ï Ascension Sunday  
Sacrament of Holy Communion 
Sermon:          ñGoing Upò 
Scripture Reference:  

          Luke 24:44-53 & Acts 1:1-11 
     
 
 

 
     Sunday, May 11 ï Pentecost Sunday /Motherôs Day 
         Wear something red, yellow or orange  
    Sermon:          ñGoing Publicò 

Scripture Reference:  
              Acts 2:1-21 
 
 

 
  Sunday, May 18 ï Trinity Sunday 
       Jim Monk, Guest Lay Speaker 
       Sermon:          ñGo Into the Worldò 

Scripture Reference:  
      Matthew 28:16-20 

 
 

 
 

        Sunday, May 25 ï 2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
     Cris Scoufos, Guest Lay Speaker 
     Sermon:          ñTrade Todayôs Worries for a Tattooò 
     Scripture Reference: 
          Isaiah 49:8-16a & Matthew 6:24-34 

 
 
 

 

SERVANT LEADERS FOR CHRIST IN MAY 
(Subject to change; check schedule on bulletin board) 

 

 ALTAR SET-UP LITURGIST AM MANAGEMENT REFRESHMENTS FLOWERS 

May 4 Kathleen Jaeger Sue Pyun Ilstrup, Walton Overcast Open 

May 11 Connie Zaun Jim Monk Uemura, McHugh Ilstrup Open 

May 18 Pat Aldred John Heath Triplett, Aldred Open Open 

May 25 Sue Pyun Kevin McHugh Zaun, Pyun Open Open 
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What are Apportionments? 
     The United Methodist Church is a 
connectional church whose mission, 
άǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŦƻǊ 
the transformation of the world,έ is 
funded by the giving hands and 
hearts of its members.  Each year, 

local churches forward a portion of their collected 
funds to their annual (regional) conferences in 
order to accomplish the worldwide ministry of the 
United Methodist Church.  These funds are used to 
support a broad spectrum of global ministries.  The 
apportioned funds will support initiatives under the 
auspices of the World Service Fund, Episcopal 
Fund, General Administration Fund, Black College 
Fund, Africa University Fund, Interdenominational 
Cooperation Fund, and the Ministerial Education 
Fund. 
              
For 2008, our Church gives $988.07 each month as 
our Apportionment.  In addition, the six annual 
special offerings we collect for the denomination 
are also forwarded to the Conference as part of our 
giving to the support the United Methodist 
/ƘǳǊŎƘΩs mission.  Through March of this year, we 
have paid $3,100 in apportionment funds and are 
on track to pay 100% again in 2008.  Additionally, 
we have given $235 for the Human Relations Day, 
$593 for the One Great Hour of Sharing, and $200 
for the Native American Awareness special 
offerings.  If you have any questions about our 
Church's Apportionment, please see a member of 
the Finance Committee.  Thanks to all of you for 
your generous support to our Church. 

          ς Bill Jaeger, Treasurer 

 
CHURCH WISH LIST 

 
6 months of separate phone line for fax machine 
Case of 24 lb., 96 brightness, multipurpose paper 
н ōƻȄŜǎ ƻŦ рлл tŜŜƭ Ψƴ {ǘƛŎƪ Імл ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜǎ 
н ōƻȄŜǎ tŜŜƭ Ψƴ {ǘƛŎƪ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ envelopes 
2 boxes tri-cut letter size file folders 
2 boxes letter size Pendaflex hanging file folders 
 
See Rev. Crisp if you have questions, or simply 
donate any of the above items to the church office. 

MAY CALENDAR 
 
7 This Holy Mystery  

Study, 10:30 a.m.* 
9 Ukulele Kanikapila, 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
11 Administrative Meetings, 6:00 p.m. 
14 This Holy Mystery Study, 10:30 a.m.* 
17 Advocats, 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
26 Memorial Day ς Church Office Closed 
28 This Holy Mystery Study, 10:30 a.m.* 

*Meeting at the church 

 

Scheduled Tongan Congregation Activities 
Tongan Choir      Tuesdays & Saturdays, 7:00 p.m. 
Tongan Service    Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Regularly Scheduled, Non-Church Events 
Art Class      Mondays 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
Hula Halau      Mondays 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
Bridge Club      Tuesdays 12:30-4:00 p.m. 
Art Class      Thursdays 10:00 a.m.-Noon 
Line Dancing      Thursdays 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 
 
UKULELE KANIKAPILA 
 

The next meeting of our ukulele/ 
string band group is Friday, May 9.   
We start at 7:00 p.m. and conclude 
around 8:30 p.m.   If you cannot 
make it, please let Rev. Crisp know.  
(If necessary, we can reschedule the 
gathering).   
 
Bring your ukulele, guitar, mandolin, flute, bass, 
etc. and join this casual, fun new group.  If you 
have a song you want to share with the group, 
bring along several copies.    
 

~     ~     ~     ~     ~ 
 

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. 
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. 

          ς Daniel Iverson (1926) 
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TONGAN CONGREGATION NEWS 
 

Regular Tongan congregation activities this month: 
 3:00 p.m. Worship each Sunday 
 7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal, Tuesdays  
 7:00 p.m. Prayer Service, Wednesdays 
 7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal, Saturdays  

 
!ƭǎƻ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻƴƎŀƴ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ŦƻǊ May . . .  

May 4, 8:30 a.m.  Combined worship with the English congregation 
      May 9, 8:00 p.m.  ¢ƻƴƎŀƴ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ŦǳƴŘ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ 
 May 10, 9:00 a.m.  Yard cleaning at the church 

May 11, 3:00 p.m.   Whitsunday Celebration 
 
 

THIS HOLY MYSTERY 
COMMUNION STUDY CONTINUES 

 
Our study of This Holy Mystery:  A United Methodist Understanding of Holy Communion continues this month 
with classes schedule for Wednesdays, May 7, 14 and 28, 10:30 a.m. to Noon.  The study, which is our 
ŘŜƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭΣ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊΣ ǿŀǎ 
written by Gayle Carlton Felton and published in 2005. 
 
In the remaining sessions wŜΩƭƭ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ Φ Φ Φ  

May 7   Worshiping in Community 
May 14  Serving at the Table / Setting the Table 
May 28  Extending the Table 

 
New participants are always welcome, and books are available in the church 
office ($12 suggested donation).  The Sacrament of Holy Communion is one of 
the most precious gifts of the church.  Come and share your memories of special times at the Table. 
 

~     ~     ~     ~     ~     ~     ~ 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
From the article on page one you can see that we are moving toward the next phase of 
ŜƴǾƛǎƛƻƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  ! ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ascertaining goals όǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ 
to work to accomplish) and identifying strategies (a specific plan of action) for our ministry.   
 
This month, I will be traveling to North Carolina, May 15-25, for the spring Council meeting of 

the Order of Saint Luke.  (I am a national officer in this organization).  While I am away, please give your 
support to Jim Monk and Cris Scoufos as they lead the church in worship.   
 

In Christian Love, 

George  
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